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What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils care for each other. Older pupils make sure that younger pupils feel safe. Staff
expect pupils to always behave well, and they do. Pupils who need extra help to
work hard get the help they need. Everyone listens and concentrates well. Pupils say
that there is no bullying. They feel that problems are sorted out. Pupils feel safe in
school and staff teach them how to stay safe in a variety of situations.
Teachers want every pupil to do well. They help pupils to understand what they are
learning by making sure they know the meaning of key words. However, pupils use
what they already know to help them in some lessons more than they do in others.
Teachers have high expectations of what pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND) can do. They adapt what they are teaching so that pupils
with SEND can join in and learn well.
There is a vast range of clubs for pupils to join after school and during the day.
Pupils can learn new things as well as practise what they are already good at. They
help older people in their local community.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Leaders want every pupil to be well prepared for the next stage in their life. They
seek to make a difference to pupils’ lives. Leaders aim to provide a rich curriculum
that builds pupils’ knowledge. They provide opportunities for pupils to try new
things, work together well, care for each other and understand the world around
them. They have high expectations for all pupils.
Children settle quickly into Nursery. They learn to listen, take turns and work well
together. They enjoy looking for things around them that start with the sounds they
have learned. Adults tell familiar stories to children. Children enjoy joining in with
the parts that they can remember. Most adults model the sounds that letters make
well. However, not all adults match what they are teaching in phonics to what
children know and can do. Adults ask good questions to make children think about
why objects float or sink. They help children to learn new words so that they can
explain the difference between a lion and a tiger. They spot when children have not
remembered the differences between shapes, and they provide clear explanations.
In some subjects, pupils use what they have already learned well. In dance, pupils
recall the steps that they have learned and practise them so that they can perform
them better. Pupils are keen to improve. Teachers organise mathematics lessons so
that pupils build on what they know. Pupils become fluent mathematicians. They use
what they know to solve problems.
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Teachers read to pupils regularly and pupils enjoy listening. Pupils speak with
enthusiasm about story time. However, teachers do not make sure that the youngest
pupils practise the sounds that they are learning. For example, sometimes the books
that pupils read contain sounds that pupils do not know. Not all pupils become fluent
readers.
Subject leaders have made some changes to the curriculum. They have identified
the important words that pupils need to know. However, in a few subjects, pupils do
not recall prior learning well. Pupils do not use what they have previously learned to
help them with what they are currently learning. For example, pupils could not
explain how shadows form, because they did not understand that some materials
are opaque.
Leaders identify pupils’ needs quickly. They make sure that staff know how to help
pupils. For example, pupils who need support with their speech get extra help.
Leaders check that this help is making a difference to pupils with SEND and change
it if they need to. The nurture group helps pupils to concentrate better and learn
more.
Pupils support each other. Pupils who are ‘friendship builders’ check that everyone
has someone to play with. Pupils who are ‘pupil negotiators’ help others to sort out
disagreements. Pupils pass on their experience to other pupils and train their peers
so that they can do these roles too.
Leaders make sure that pupils learn about different cultures. Pupils learn to pause
and reflect as they think about their own beliefs and those of others. They can
explain how this helps them to develop ‘inner strength’. Pupils have many
opportunities to develop new skills in music, craft and gardening. They can try new
sports and compete. Leaders make sure that all pupils have the chance to join in
with a wide range of activities.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Pupils feel safe in school and their parents agree that they are. Pupils learn how to
keep themselves safe when they are online and outdoors. Checks take place before
adults start to work at the school. Governors make sure that these are up to date.
Leaders make sure that staff have up-to-date training. Leaders act promptly if they
have concerns about a pupil’s safety. They work with external services if this is in
the best interests of the pupil. They make sure that pupils and their families get the
help that they need.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
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◼ Teachers do not make sure that what they are teaching in phonics builds on what
pupils have already learned. Not all staff model the sounds that letters make well
enough. They do not check precisely enough what pupils know and can do. They
do not make sure that the books that pupils read consistently give them the
chance to practise the sounds which they know. Leaders should make sure that
all staff receive the training that they need to become expert teachers of reading.
They should establish a consistent approach to the teaching of phonics and check
that this is making a difference. They should check that books are well matched
so that pupils can practise the sounds that they know and become fluent readers.
◼ Leaders have not made sure that the teaching of all subjects consistently builds
on pupils’ knowledge of the concepts in individual subjects. Leaders should
ensure that teaching in all subjects is coherently sequenced. Teachers should
ensure that pupils consistently recall what they have learned in previous lessons
and use this to deepen their understanding of what they are currently learning.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

142757

Local authority

Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number

10095601

Type of school

Primary

School category

Academy converter

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

246

Appropriate authority

Board of trustees

Chair of trust

Canon Philip Blinstone

Headteacher

Phil Abbott

Website

www.worksoppriory.org.uk

Date of previous inspection

12 February 2019

Information about this school
◼ The school became an academy on 1 September 2016 as part of the Southwell
and Nottingham Multi-Academy Trust. The school was inspected under section 8
of the Education Act 2005 on 12 February 2016. This is the first section 5
inspection of the academy.
◼ The school is a Church of England academy with a voluntary aided designation.
The school’s most recent inspection of the school’s religious character, under
section 48, took place on 6 February 2019.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
◼ Inspectors spoke with the executive headteacher, the head of school and subject
leaders. They spoke with governors and the chief executive officer of The
Southwell and Nottingham Multi-Academy Trust.
◼ Inspectors considered the teaching of reading, mathematics, physical education
and science in detail. They spoke with subject leaders, visited lessons, spoke with
teachers and pupils and looked at pupils’ work.
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◼ Inspectors spoke with leaders and staff about their safeguarding training. They
spoke with pupils and parents and considered the 21 responses to Ofsted’s online
survey, Parent View. They also considered the school’s safeguarding
documentation.

Inspection team
Hazel Henson, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

Liz White

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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